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Bo a r d  of G o v e r n o r s

First C ircuit Jerem y C, Branning; Second C ircuit 
Law rence E. Sellers, Jr., Melissa VanSickle; 
Third C ircuit Bruce W. Robinson; Fourth C ircuit 
M ichae l Fox Orr, M ichae l G. Tanner; Fifth C ir­
cuit Renee E. Thompson; Sixth C ircuit Joshua 
T, Chilson, Sandra F. D iam ond; Seventh C ircuit 
Sam N. Masters; Eighth C ircuit Stephanie  M. 
M arch m an ; Ninth C ircuit Thomas P, Wert, 
Julia L. Frey, W ayne L. Helsby; 10th C ircuit C, 
Richard Nail; 11th C ircuit Roland Sanchez- 
M ed in a , Jr., Dori Foster-Morales, Leslie J. 
Lott, Jordan A. Dresnick, D eborah  B. Baker- 
Egozi, Jeffrey Rynor, Steven W. Davis, John 
FI. Flickey; 12th C ircuit F. Scott Westheimer; 
13th C ircuit Thomas R. Bopp, A m y S. Farrior, 
M arga re t D, M athew s, Paige A. G reenlee; 
14th C ircuit M ichae l P. Dickey; 15th C ircuit R, 
Sia Baker-Barnes, Robin Bresky, Ronald P. 
Ponzoli, Jr., GaryS. Lesser; 16th C ircuit W ayne 
LaRue Smith; 17th C ircuit Jay Kim, D iana 
Santa M aria, Lorna E. Brown-Burton, Hilary 
C reary, A d a m  G. Rabinowitz; 18th C ircuit 
Jam es G. Vickaryous; 19th C ircuit Gregory 
S. Weiss; 20th C ircuit Laird A, Lile, M arcy L. 
Shaw; Out-of-State Edward D. Myrtetus, Ian 
M, Comisky, Eric L. Meeks, Brian D. Burgoon; 
President YLD Christian P. G eorge ; President­
elect YLD Santo D iGangi; Pubuc Members Law­
rence  W, Tyree, Sharon M idd le ton

E d it o r ia l  B o a r d

C hair Jam ie  W. K arpm an, Jacksonville; 
V ice C hair Edw ard J. C om ey, Brandon; 
Jod i K. A bram ow itz , Tallahassee; Don C. 
A lfonso, Tam pa; Neil A, Am bekar, O rlando; 
Misti H. Zaruches Barnett, Ft. Lauderda le ; 
C orey K, Brady, M iam i; A llan J. Charles, 
Tallahassee; N ico le  J, C o m p a ra to , M iam i; 
C hristopher N, Davis Traina, C o co n u t 
C reek; Jon P. D eB arde leben, Jacksonville; 
H eather J. Encinosa, Tallahassee; G ary 
S. G a ffney , Delray Beach; Giselle M, 
G irones, Jacksonville; C la ire D. H ancock, 
Tam pa; Susan R. Healy, Bonita Springs; 
Brian J. Hooper, A tla n ta ; A len  H. Hsu, Ft. 
Lauderda le ; JovitaW . Kravitz, St. Petersburg; 
S am antha  R. Levokove, M iam i; C ra ig  R, 
Lewis, Ft, Lauderda le ; Elizabeth K. M abry, Ft. 
Lauderdale; Patricia R. M cC onnell, O rlando; 
Leslie J. M cllroy, Tallahassee; M icha l-A ne  E. 
M cIntosh, Boca Raton; Allison C. M cM Illen, 
O rlando; M eg a n  A. M cN a m a ra , West Palm 
Beach; Sean A. M ick ley , Vero Beach; An lka 
G. M ilian, Sunrise; C h a d  A. Pasternack, 
Ft. Lauderda le ; A lice  M, Porch, Tam pa; 
Daria Pustilnik, West Palm Beach; Kyle S, 
Roberts, Ft. Lauderda le ; Kara L. S tachel, 
Ft, Lauderda le ; Lindsay D. Turner, Sarasota; 
C hristopher A. V a lland ingham , Gainesville; 
Shari C. Wallen, Ft, Lauderdale; Mark J. Wolff, 
O p a  Locka; Julia G. Young, M a itland ; Board 
Liaison Paige G reen lee

Overcrowded Prisons
With respect to the recent article 

(“The 2018 Florida Bar Crim inal 
Justice Summit: A F irs t Step in 
Improving Florida’s Criminal Jus­
tice System,” January/February) in 
The Florida Bar Journal regarding 
overcrowded prisons and the swollen 
Department of Corrections budget, 
the solution seems clear; jail fewer 
people. As a former chief prosecutor, 
I witnessed legions of people going to 
prison for purely nonviolent offenses.

This was, and is, senseless.

First, let’s get sane about the crimi­
nalization of marijuana. It is far less 
dangerous to humans and society then 
alcohol.. .far less. Of the violent crimes 
I prosecuted, including death penalty 
cases, nearly all involved the use of 
alcohol and none involved marijuana.

Prison is for violent criminals and 
serial felons. When the Florida Legis­
lature gains the courage to modernize 
our laws to reflect reality, a cure to 
the prison over-crowding problem 
will occur.
Robert L. McLeod II, St. Augustine

O ath of A dmission to The Florida Bar

The general principles which should ever control the lawyer in the 
practice of the legal profession are clearly set forth in the following oath 
of admission to the Bar, which the lawyer is sworn on admission to obey 
and for the willful violation to which disbarment may be had.

“1 do solemnly swear:
“I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution 

of the State of Florida;
“I will maintain the respect due to courts of justice and judicial officers;
“I will not counsel or maintain any suit or proceedings which shall appear 

to me to be unjust, nor any defense except such as I believe to be honestly 
debatable under the law of the land;

“1 will employ, for the purpose of maintaining the causes confided in me 
such means only as are consistent with truth and honor, and will never 
seek to mislead the judge or jury by any artifice or false statement of fact 
or law;

“I will maintain the confidence and preserve inviolate the secrets of my 
clients, and will accept no compensation in connection with their business 
except from them or with their knowledge and approval;

“To opposing parties and their counsel, I pledge fairness, integrity, and 
civility, not only in court, but also in all written and oral communications;

“I will abstain from all offensive personality and advance no fact 
prejudicial to the honor or reputation of a party or witness, unless required 
by the justice of the cause with which I am charged;

“1 will never reject, from any consideration personal to myself, the cause 
of the defenseless or oppressed, or delay anyone’s cause for lucre or malice. 
So help me God.”
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